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Notes ou the Flora of James Bav. 


JAMES M. MACOUN. 


To the botanist especially interested in the distribution ol 
plants there is perhaps no district which affords better oppor¬ 
tunities than James bav for noting the interchange ot species. 
It the coast line be followed, the change is so gradual as one 
proceeds northward, that a thorough examination dav bv 
dav ot the flora a mile inland from the coast will result in 
the discovery of but few species that had not been observed 
before, but it will be seen that the more southern torms are 
gradually disappearing : along the coast itself northern spe¬ 
cies become more and more abundant, while the islands a 
«ew miles from the shore present a flora that is essentially 
arctic. \\ hen one remembers that many days alter the snow 
has disappeared from the woods huge masses ot ice lie piled 
along the shore, and that long after these have been melted 
by the warm ravs of the ]une sun other masses, driven by 
wind and current from the far north, are stranded upon the 
islands ot the bav, it is not difficult to account tor the great 
difference between the species growing on the mainland and 
°n the islands, although the latitude and elevation be the 

__ o # 


same. 


be 

b\ 


J 


round 


A general description of the flora ofl v I 111 

impossible, as, while the west coast is low and boidered 
} marshes, the east coast is rockv and much higher, and 
We immense mud llats ot' the western and southern shoies 
entirely wanting. Although trie cold currents from the 
north enter the bay along the western shore, the water is so 
shallow that floating icebergs, even ot small size, gi 
roany miles from land, while on the eastern side of the bay 
me water is very deep, and the ice is moved here and there 
by every change of tide. The plants found along the west- 
ein coast are simply those one expects to find throughout the 
wooded country of the north, and I shall confine myself to 
a byief mention of the more interesting species found on the 
main] an d and islands of the eastern portion ot the bay. and 
s all not attempt a general description ot its floia, but wi 
ta "e the course northward that was followed last season, an 

e m ore important changes as they occur, 
r tvt 00se Factory, situated about eight miles from the mouth 
m Moose river, in' lat. s i° i8 r , mav be taken as a starting point. 
u e it not that the number ot species is smallei, no i cr 
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once could he seen between the plants growing immediately 
about this place and those tound throughout northern On- 
taiio, and upon descending to the mouth of the river no spe¬ 
cies were seen that are not common along the Atlantic coast. 
►Sailing in a northeasterly direction a distance of about sixty 
nu es tiom Moose river, Charlton island is reached, trom 
" 1 ^he mainland may be seen both toward the south and 

^ ast, and a very perceptible change is at once noticeable in 
K. c aracter of the flora. The first flower that meets the 

e\ c on stepping ashore is Chrysanthemum arcticum L. in pro- 
usion just below high-water mark, and a few yards higher 
rn * q c, w acaulis L. and Dryas octopetala L. var. integrifoha 

, • * S ro ) vin g ^ tufts side by side, near them Pedicu- 

«ns flammea L., and Botrychtum Lunaria Swartz. The 

t me / lt,one ^ s P ec i es * s very common on all the islands of 

ja nes bay. On the wooded‘portion of Charlton island the 

tnri' k f ire <l i mo t S - ’^ en ti^nl with those noted at Moose Fac- 
but f U ,° n nimost barren ground of the interior 

*i_ \ species giou, and these are mostly northern, among 

arctica Lange, gener- 


C ampanula 


.,]i,, * t . . ,, .var. arerica i^ange, ^euci- 

Achilltpn ijI 7 / ^?. ov ' re T rs ’ beautiful pink-flowered form of 
tica Pall <?Jr°h U n ^ >0 ^ entl ^ a maculata Pour., Saltx arc- 
iar form 'Jf* rehcuhta L. and Poa cenisia All. A pecul- 
on this and ^ nu>,i i >ert pt>ie L. with white flowers is common 
sc"en !fbC.dn e °^ er 1Slands in J ame s bay. I have never 
bav or Hudson' s P ec * rT »en growing anywhere near James 

far north as hr although 1 have collected this form as 

habit, also i/1 ? 0athe west co ^st of Hudson bay: m 
species wbirh r^| Ute hstinct from the western form oi this 

water mark it <?h- ’ .^ rowin & ' n sand just above high- 

erect as on the plains- 6 * aIon » tlle g round * but is nevlij 

miles. IJj.r p| vei . !| ie ma jnland and sailing north about 1 4° 

of interesti ng: ,„!,?• ’ s reached, and here a number 

<nina L. var kr»^;e^r «, re eollected, among them Pestiua 

euxia Lanvsdovtif xr ^. ats • • Glycerin maritima Wahl., DcS- 
alpina R. y. Phleum a I pin uni L., Nierochloa 

minor Vasev (new €i,t "' am P sul atropurpurea Scheele. var. 
vet described r n tk* and a nevv species of Deveuxianot 

,a st mentionediner ^ P ° nd alon ^ r the borders of which this 

was very abundant e j.b r| Sparganium hyperhorcum Loest. 
J Hncus JUiformis I * ' ^ /'c 1 no ^ seen in any other locality- 

v 'ere all very comm J \ Ba/ticus I^eth. and 7. tritfnmis L 

' mmon lere , and Luzulu arJata Meyer and 
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spica t a 


The sand and 


The 


were bv no means rare. 

gravel bars at the mouth of the river were covered with 
Chrysanthemum arcticum L. and Matricaria inodora L. 
only terns growing in this locality were Botrychium Lunana 
Swartz, B. tcrnatum Swartz and Aspidium spinulosuni Swartz, 
var. dilatatum Hornm. 

About sixtv miles southwest ot the mouth ot Big river lie 

• 1 i 1 • . < /1 1. O . / _ _ 1 _, O ^ q f \ 


oo 5 


and 


03 


two islands, “ The Twins ” (between lat. 5_ 
each about thirty miles in circumference. These islands are 
quite barren, with the exception ot a few stunted spruce trees. 
On the northern island there are perhaps not more than a 
score of: these, and none of them are above six teet in 
height. Although low and spreading, they were ot matui e 
age and covered with cones, settling beyond a doubt that 
Picea alba Link goes farther north than P. nigra Link, on 
James bay at least. Around all ponds on these islands 
Salix glauca L. was vei'y abundant, and on the ninth Twin 
island specimens of a new willow were collected winch has 
been described by Mr. Bebb. While all the northern plants 
that had been seen before were tound on these islands, man\ 


additi 


Cares 



onal species were noted, principally endogens. 
rotundata Wahl.. C. inicroglochin Wahl., C. rarijlora South 
and C. nardina Fries were the most interesting carices col-* 
lected. Poiamogeton pectinatus L. was common in all ponds, 
and about a dozen specimens in all ot the rare P- f 
Wolfg. were secured, one or two at a time. The usual torm 
ot Epilobium latifolium L. is quite common all around the 
bay, and on the south Twin island three specimens were 
collected with much larger (lowers ot a beautiful citnm 
color, and with a delicate but perceptible odor. Barista 
ttlpina L., Pedicularis Lappontca L., JSrtgeron untjlorus /•' 
ri rabis humifusa var. pubescens Wat. and Stell aria longrpcs 

Goldie var. Edwardsii T. & G. were collected together on 

the first dry ground above high-water mark* while in the in¬ 
terior ot the islands Saxifraga Hirculus L., Saxipaga 

- Pedicularis hirsuta L. and Luzula comosa Me\ ei 

bank, bv the only 



a irrassv 


*t 


L.. 


R. Br. var 


- 'J — w •> V f *- V. f * « w 

Here frequentl}' met with. On 

n °ticed on either island, grew I er 
dbaldta procumbcns L., Ranunculus ajji> ^ I IN l| 
validus Gray and Parnassia Kolzcbuei Cham. & Sch.. and 
t iese species were not seen in anv other locality . 

Although the exploration was carried on as fai noit as 

..^P e Jones in lat. ^4° 30'. no species w * 

(1 not grow on the islands further south. 


r ere seen there that 
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Of the*hree hundred or more species oi flowering plants 

found growing around James bav I have mentioned only 

those that I considered the most interesting, but I do not 

c ou it that future explorations will add many additional 
species to the list. 

Ottawa , Canada. . ] 


Jacob Whitman Bailey. 
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■STAXLEY COL'LTER. 


X 


., s etc i of North American botany would be complete 
Neie the name of I rofessor Bailey omitted. The record of 

srdmo'r ln , XV01 ^ 1S a record not only of interest, but of in- 

hol 1, ? nd e , nCOUragement t0 al) botanists, in that it shows 
■ i a iesu k* aiay be attained, in spite of what to many 

If h n \Tf> CQQmrxd 1 _ _ It. - l * 


might l'j«ve seemed insuperable obstacles, 
(now \ ^ human Bailey w as born in the 

\now Auburn_• 


old town of Ward 

Mass., on the 29th 

evidence ot a 

d 


BUM .^ ub urn), Worcester county, 

taste inr*® 1 -; * * cc boyhood he gave evidence ui < 

sports of th^ en Vf- ‘ >luc es ’ living the companionship anc 
the woods ° vvn a » e ,or solitary wanderings through 

but f™”he“oitec I n.- re , P“' P“e.ess-excursions 8 of boy., 
ward cbissided. Ti '° [ x an ^ s , antl minerals, which he after- 

ldm bv direct ini. -’ f 1S sci ^ nt, hc taste seems to have come tc 
line iiis or‘-n 11 anc e from both branches of the ancestral 

tingui hod for if^T m ° th - er Whit man being especially dis- 

a Ik>y was mL Z IVl °‘ botiinv and astronomy. Even M 
characterized lii« S V- -*’ rare and beautiful modesty which 

®ight S f hte ' worked and studied that lie 

or surpass his «-1 d n<)t lUt de might distinguish himself 

of Owing tS the limited resources 

dilating lihfarv am i l* 11 , ie a » e ot twelve, placed in a cu¬ 
shion he found m i°° b stor . e Providence. In this po- 

himselfespecially b->r selt-improvement, devoting 

So earnestly studin le stu dy of mineralogy and conchology- 

°J Mr. John Kin^sh^ ^ aS i be tbat be attracted the attention 

shy, who, knowing the secretar y of Brown Univer- 

ing, invited him to sn ^ ,HlCult . les under which he was labor- 
home for the nnrrkrt SnC , cer tain evenings of the week at his 

Lal t n . The ,-emaining 

>tom Utter, ot b7. *«£to MTlSiSSSStg A f rol..W. w. B»lle,-. of Brow,, Doi.er.tJ 

* t *?om his personal reminiscences. 






